
i. nfadecce in our force, and a correiponiLog impatience
c f deroauds for rcce troop*. The bloody battles of 8even

Ta.i und Fair Oaks shook this a little, but only for a time,
8 ld it a at ib(*a too lata to create a new army for that

c impaign. *

.
'* Mo^lel'an Tvab cot deceived, but be was helpl' 8i- e

k v w that t~e rebel. ou numbered bim : aud in every war,

nther th tig. b' ing eq ml or nearly «o, tbe cbsnces of vie

t n rest with tbe army which ha. the bighe.t number.,
lie v.u# e: tn|" H»d, therefore, ,o re., no

, iii th. U.« r».orl oh .tr.tcpy H- »«

f.. «- l.k-'y to bb "
,.pt, lel.i t.d ihel thi< could old)' b" a"n

. (
1 i.e.1, ai.d ihut 1bi» force must be drawn -

,.»U Iflboeo hi* owu e"'b W0°"
I.gtt. ii meeu

.t witlg__&nd over hi.
i,( tbe ?»m« rttiQ wenk-n bis

M-puii&n thre-
r ... , b, ll» rood to Kicbm »'<¦ McClelleo. th r

L ..r,J i.m r.gbt ... e lor . prompt end

, . . ... b, o.wr .id. . f 'bo Ct,iokehoml..>-prep«red
r..r » pr. Ii.pt »»" '"""P '"'""der. "Da

i.ri .>.« b». p">"p' »°d »»'»boi«.i.«
He bi.d uiajned tbeie the main b»idy of h s army.

» i, »rl> a I bin nrlillerv ; bad caused r< ad. to be opentd,
constlucted, and every preparation made for

. \h c arannon, a. d .tood ready to avail himself, at an

t .ur'u n t Cv, td ibe ,tp o ed transfer of the rebel .trengibJ .,,, , ,». Hide to the o her of b, line. H-«*.?*1 to

el! ha. R, the White Ilouae for Richmond, and the bargain
Vite h g' od one

.. bae b McClellau'. plan, were fauttleg.. But
. s to.k it for g'anted that he would have to meet only
the army vshiCD h. Id Richmond McDowell Bank.a. d

i' moi.t were expected to detain Jackson iu tbe \ alky
. .. , h Scarcely a weik before the crisis ante,th<* Slo nfltidoaU oiarceij
v , tW, t L.,.ciln hin Hell informed tdcClellan that 1 .000

l hi been sent ir. m Richmond to reinforce Jackson,
mo.

addii B just so many io.hi.... *, fo; J. ib».
M,:( iel lu: * aimy. »

j minion was
b.on o

,rMD^ w.,

".Mcl'l.l'tn' Ho did tbi.-uid a good leal mori For
.

' ' '

,

"

rk .... our right wing o«o>o, it proted to

,X,...d by l.ck-oabim.oH Ho h.d .«opt do.ot' P»t H...o»«r Court Home-lorwd our

ue ciiok.komioj.wd - rr.dy to follow

,L, »h 'o tbe r.M force io front. f our loft .tood tbe.e

j., Blrei.gth. Io » "ogl" d«y J.ck.oo b

old,., r.r. 000 mHO to tbo rrbel Ricbmood1 .'«. Mc

II...U h.d d.u.e lor Mct-lelUn precnoly wh.t Pottereoo
d,d to- M.D ...11 bef.i.e Boll Uoo J«k.oo b.d pl.yod
..jr ,r.. i. l out of W»h. gtoo precisely «k.,.m <<>*
» b . b .10........ I..t y«»r plejei "ru" "

W h.d quit b.. o.'i.too. end lelleo upoo our forco before

H T)llW, il kn-w th.t he waa gone.
- MC< lei an wa. tbu. placed in a condition of the utmost

re il f whieb extrication might .eem almo.t impoa-
[,b>: He had »h- enemy in overwhelming numbers in

t 'r .. OI) Li" nght, a«.d rapidly gaming bis rear Tbe aud-

n Wb.cb he took, of throwing hi. whole army

0 er narrow and d fficult road., in face of a powerful,
v g»r< i s. ai d exultant eu, my. upon a new base of opera-
t, nst.^ty mile, away, w*> s aud as one of the botd.it

niht iy unions errr formed; while the .ucce.. with

V . ,h ,t wa- achieved, bo .tead.naM and order of thi.

t.Mnbl- march, aud the admirable bebav.or of the.e raw

troop,, wh, bave not been a y^ar under arm-, and mo*,

o- vsh .m I a I never been under fire, challenge for the

Commands. General and f-r h s , ffieer..and men the
b. nit) dmii at on of the whole country Pursued by ho

enem) and forced to face about and fight desperate battles

0 ,uL.« oaj., Gen. McCUdlau took away in .afet,
stores, diove all b.s cattle. p.e,erved nearly all his

e .1and io. k np a new poiitiou upon a new line of com

:.u; IC,ti n with hi- .uppiiea f»om which tbe most .trenu-

CU«. fl H. of tbe enem> have failed to drive bim.
» ' h Us to,he cevernlihip ar,d the courage of his soL

durs. t! e Aim) of the Potomac is safe. It only remain.

1 w to htretgtben «nd .u.tain it

Such wa* the \icw which the partisans ot the

A Ituiuistvauon then took of the campaign of Gen.
McClell^n iu the Virginia peninsula Never was

. (ie. tral callcd to cope with such obstacles, but
th so laid in bis way by tbe military authorities in

Waahi. g on were the most insurmountable. Hcnec,
it wss that that intense ll-publican B cet, the

II,.* Yoik Ii.depend.nt, wrote a* follows, io its

ievicw of this same campaign. We quote from its

number of July 1 ., .
«

.. The pe< pie ca.not but w that the of our

,rm L, tern iu tbe ratio of their rti.tance from tbe se.toM/otrnm^t I» «rMt Wm1; rUr' lKt °?h
Tin mtnt c uld not mtddie, on the seaboar!, 10 ^ortbI" I." t II autort, >outh Caio ina, at New Orleans
ve h ve bnd Pucer.. Bu< in Virginia within re«eh of
t... i flue, cf of Wa-hiufct. n. we have had all our d-laj.a'.d al'oo r m»,f..itune. Do not the people Consider the»e

Pretident is understood to bave a .timed 'h» whole
r .,h l.iv - f th, e tuipaign in the tan. I'he people

.rill hold h in to 'h tre.p nrtbility. Too General, are of
L m selection All tli i g* are m hu ba d«

.. H i on- tf. i.n .-?ure.ui.less there is more purpose artd
v tt'.r at ns-1 igion, all the public meet nSs in the Und
« Ti n t k t'.is country from shame and disaster."

W « - aV pi v lv, »orro*f"lly, earoestly An enemy
Cf tbe A ill IS laiio- Would haVr .,o right tospesk to. '

are f i . d-.all the more because we speak out what nul-lilTu. iVoh, I ut do not Utter, lest it muht binder thecsuse.
fiat, mil.-** . .j..e ne speaks, there will «oon be little cause
1 tit to b.iid. r or t > help."
The Huston Daily Advertiser, then as now

e partisan of the Pi etideft, threw the whole
Maine of tbe blunders in the Shenandoah Valley
( which precipitated tbe disasters that subsequently
overtook Gen. MoClellan before Richmond) on the
i eorct»ry of War. In its number of May 27, lwft2,
this " loyal'' print wrote as follows :

<. Why, then, it will be asked, did th« 8eeretary detach
Shield. foD 13auk. and order the latter back to Mra.

burg? We do not undertake to answer tbe quest oo.

See ds w*. sent to j in McDowell, but tbe country b.s
,et to le&ro i.ny useful purpow tha' i. .erved by that great
army lW.g there w.tb no enemy before it, too far from
Kich.ii. -I to co op.rat- w.th McUlellan, even if there were

» d.spo«iuon to do an, and . protecting Wa.hingW from
access in a.l rect.ot. wtere the enemy have tbemaelve. in
tUir r. treat fr^tn Wana.sas de.tn yed every bridge and
disabled every facility of communication which might en¬

able them to advance But, even if an attack upon Wash
.ngt. ii were f. ared, what means c.f preventing it could be
s.. sure r. the appearaice of a large combined force atQor
<1 r; lie %« was pr jeet d 1 And what tllgaoey pre.sed

.r the utretigtbeMng of McDowell «o urgently a. to make
it surih while, in r.rder to gain a few d»y. time, t thniw
nh\ the (raits of tbe whole campaign in the valley, to
deu.oral f» f.ur aimy b> retreat, to Io.e again our con'rol
of t ie 1'. t timore and Ohio railroad, to expose Maryland U»
tbe con equatei of a raid and to p i.sible attempts at in-
mirrert on to it.cur the disgrace of a t »tal failure in Vir-
giu.a, hi d if w. are to believe the Secretary in hi. prewnt
mood, 'o . xpoae tne capital itaelt) If'ho does not fell his
hlood txnglt wi'fc fkaws os hi r»/f.c/f that ah this dit-
grace has turn brou%h upon us by a ttroki if the prn from
an ifjiaa tcho patriotism .iuh -«t ducr»tion, and
enthusiasm without judgment, and w/io i» us rtudy to nag
(ternti the tcrOrs of htt trorh to day at hr. teas to ruth upon
th¦ m yesterday ?

" j tie ©one u>ion to wbieb we arc led i« easily undrr
.tood and our reader, will learn how deep are f.ur cot,.
t ons iD if is matter, when we take the .tep, nnusu.l for
os of i,r^in< the .emoval of a Cabinet ofPcer. Maa«achn-
s.-tt* will re.pond promptly tu the call of the country.
II. r son. will leave the pi ugh, tbe hammer, and tbe forge,
a/tbey hhve done before, as they are doing m>w, and wi l
rush to tr.e d.'f-tire of the nation. But the hat a right to
dim* d, and tc* bilurt that by the majority of her people
th do'S Illusion, that this Kfittf of the national sinngth
ntid i nthu iu*m thou'd tnrt ; that Mr Stanton thouPd
rar ,te a dipnrtimm which he has provtd himself incompt.
tent to fill, nnd rlmuld make way J»r some officer who will
¦a t undertake'to » anaai far our (Je.nerals in the fitld when
uttin i' in his rhatr in the li'cr (iffice, who will not ruin
our cnmvHignsby hit mttrf*rente, and whose rnsion extends
IhyvJid the I,(purtment of the Kuppahannmk. Tlie country
,s pounug out it. blood aud treasure without .tint; and it

Lai a right to demand, a^d *e believe does demand, that
the fruit of months if labor, purchased by the livea of

many brave men, by inconceivuble toil and expense, should
uot thus be lightly thrown away lib* an empty buak; and
that, at the momeut when all seemed to prosper, the nation
should cot suddenly have to endure the shame and the
danger, as regards our foreign relations, of a pitrous ap¬
peal t.> BUTe ita capital. The natiun cannot afford to have
the war protracted, by a management which tbua sacri¬

fices every success, and t1!« 'he people of tie Southern
States that even victory does not make it certain tbat a

Un ou army will maintaiu its position. Let the country
have a military administration as judicious and steady a*

Mr. Lincoln's civil policy, aid all will be well, and sue

c-ss will be not otily ture but speedy. But let the HarjDepartment continue to be managed hup^aiard, with "tore

thought of making and unmaking Presidents than of fin
ithing the rear, without any steady plan, or judgment, or

dtMert-nt-e to tLose who have, ai d guided ouly by energy
that has no balance aud self confidence that has no limit,
and for our own part we must thank Providence that the
tuture is hidden from us, aud that we are lelt to the suffi¬

cient evil of the day."
To-day this paper would denounce a* " faotious"

(if not dibl yul) any member of the Opposition
which should hold such a style of language to¬
wards the Chief Magistrate and his immediate
subordinates in executive command. And we are

ficc to say that such crimination and such dictation
are to be citcd only for the purpose of showing
the lengths to which Republican partisans fccl it
safe to go in pursuit of their own personal and po¬
litical resentments, while carpiug<«t the loyalty and
patriotism of men who, with all the faults they may
have ,ascribed to the Administration, never prc-
umed to hold any such dictatorial and insultiog
language towards the constituted authorities of
the land.
We know there were those who publioly exulted

in the defeat of our armies before Richmond.
gr.me because of their political hatred towards Gen.
McClellan, and others because they saw in such
Jc'eats the presage of an emancipation policy des-
rined to be the demur rts»rt of tne Administration
But we leave to the Boston Daily Advertiser the
dium of the gratuitous imputations it has cast on

the integrity of Mr. Stanton, when, in a matter
which concerns the honor of his country and the
lives of his fellow men, it charges him with prosti¬
tuting his high tffice to schemes of President-mak¬
ing.merely remarking that, in justicc to the Sec¬
retary, we arc willing to believe, whatever may
have been his military indiscretions, that such re¬

flections on his integrity and patriotism are no

more just than those in which this journal now

habitually indulges with regard to better men who
happen for the time to be its political opponents
only because they do not vote for the retention in of¬
fice of persons who, if it is to be believed, arc un¬

worthy to receive the support of honest and pa¬
triotic men in any^ party.

MR. LINCOLN'S HECORD-No. III.

The opening of the spring campaign in 1862
bad b:en crowned by a flood-tide of military suc¬

cesses, won in pursuit of the plans that had been
deliberately marked out by Gen. McClellan. After
be was removed from the control of our military
affairs, and tho Administration undertook to direct
the movements of our armies by " orders from

Washington, confusion glided into our counsels,
and all the operations most subjeot to its super¬
vision,because nearest to W ashington, were brought
to nought. Instruct*d by this bitter experience of
di>a*ur, the President, it was hoped, would cca«e

t> middle with matters too high for him, notwith¬
standing his experience in the Black Hawk war so

highly piiz.d by Mr. Raymond in writing Mr.
Lincoln's biography. And this "hope was confirmed
when in July, 1862, it was announced that Gen.
Halleck bad been appointed General in-Chief " to

command the whole of the armies of the United
States." When as yet this announcement was a

mere rumor, Mr. Raymond wrote as fellows in the
New York Times of July 22, 1862:

'. Tbe rumor that Gen Ilalieck has been summoned to
Washington and is to b.> mid,5 c mmander-in chief of tbe
national armir-s has done something to revive the public
hopes. If it proves to bo true, and is not counteracted bj
rash and unwisei experiments in other directions, it will
ecu,tribute largely t» that resurrection ol the public faith
wb.rb is essential to success It u>Ul give the tountry a

gu ranter that ire are at last to have somewhere m the su

pieme md tar y countds of the nation a man who knows
something of the theory and practice of war. Thus far, al¬

though the country has b>-en at war for over a year, the
s preme command of the army, both in general and in de-
t, U, has bun in the hands of civilians It will also give
the con try ground to hope that unity of militay counsels
and acti>n will at last be practically recognised as abso¬
lutely esse .twl to the success of military operations. The
most consummate skill may be thwarted by the interfer¬
ence of incompetent superiors, and the most dauntless
bravery may b* rend red us-les* by the dissipation aud
waste <4 conflicting councils
"That the President hai long felt this necessity is suffi¬

ciently proved by the fact of his having undertaken to

supply it timaolf For the last few ninths h« has been
tae actual, as well as theoretical, commander in chief ol
all our armies.directing their movements, adjusting their
relative strength, filing and ordering their combined ae-

too, and supervising their detailed operations in his own

person We have too much respect for Mr. Lincoln's
good sense to suppose that te undertook this task from a

c -nviction ol his superior fitness for its performance Ao
man knous better than himself that he is not a solni-r,
ei her by education or by natural genius and aptitude.
Nor is there any man in the country less likely to thriut
hin.s If ne. dlessly into a position involving the most fearful
responsibilities, which even tbe rawt venal aud unscrupu¬
lous of his flatterers c >uM not pretend that he was quali¬
fied to fill. The President frit the absolu* necessity of
unity iu the military councils uf the nation ; and in default
of any one else, he undertook to givetiem that unity him¬
self. He must Jetl hat the trperiment has not succeeded
The decisive test of generalship is success Tbe army tbat
wins tho most v.c.o irs is tbe army that has tbe best
General at iU bead. And, iu<*ged by this sUndard, the
rebels ttus f»r have the advantage of the Uoion forces
They have deceived us, escaped us, and beaten us. What
tbey havfl lacked in tutDb«rs they have made up in stra-
t uy. In v g ir of movement, in rapidity of concentration,
in the concealment of their plans until thif were ripe for
execution, in striking heavy blows on our weakest poinU,
and in withdrawing their forces from every bl .w we have
aimed at thm. the rebels, judged by results, have shown
themselves our roasters in lh« art of war. 7he reason of
this, doubtless, is that thkIR President it a soldierV

This, bo it remembered, is the deliberate criti¬
cism of Mr. Lincoln's biographer before Mr. Lin-
ooln was the Republican candidate for re-election
to the Presidency. In the year 1862 Mr. Baymond
could sec what mischief had ensued to the national
cause because tho President had undertaken to
manage affairs for which he was not fitted " cither
by education or by natural genius and aptitude."
In 1862 Mr Raymond saw the advantage, in a

time of war, of having a President who is a sol-
dier And if be does not ice these things as clearly

to-day to two yefcrs Ago, it is only because the Balti¬
more Convention happened to re-nominatc, as <l the

party candidate," a man whom he can warmly
support only by ignoring his former conviotions
I here are very many who are like-minded with
him.

In the same article from which we have quoted
as above the Times added as fallows :

" It it for tbe President to dfcsign&te the successive steps
to victory.to mark out the specific points that are to be

oooupiei aud held by tbo artuirs of tbe Union. But with
that his interference sh >uld end. Neither Gen Hall ek, nor

uny uthe' rnan fit to fill that j lace, should take it without
co 'tjilete and absolute author i'y in eeery thing relating to

the military operations of the war. If his advice is to be
asked, it should be followed. The country demands for
tbe army, what tbe army itself retires, & competent, ab¬
solute, and responsible head It will tolerate do back stairs

confidant.flo mere military wet-nurse f>»r a civilian com¬

mander, whether that civilian be the Secretary of Mar or

the President of the United Hates. All thoughts of per¬
sonal etiquette aud of titular dignity must give way to the

supreme necessities of the country."
We all know how little the President or Qen.

Halleck fultil ed the requirements thus suggested
as proper for their guidance in their respective
spheres. The President u meddled" as before
whenever he had a mind to do so, and Gen. Hal¬
leck submitted to be treated by hiin as somebody
or Us nobody acsordiog to the President s pleasure.
Tho first step of the new titular General-in-Chief
was to recall Gen. McCKllan from Harrison e Land¬

ing that he might take a " lresh start" against Rich¬
mond from Fredericksburg. It was in vain that
Gen. McClcllan protested and showed the disad¬
vantages of the step.disadvantages so mournfully
confirmed by the bitter experience of th« country
from that day to this. Whether Gen, Halleck
actcd at his own instance in this disastrous deter¬

mination, or whether he was moved to it by the

President, we are unable to say.
Then followed the rout of Gen Pope's mis¬

handled forces, the tumultuous retreat into Wash¬

ington, and the secmd fright of our authorities for
their own sal ty and tbe safety of the city. In
the mean time, Gen. McClcllan had been left at

Alexandria, under orders of the W ar Department,
with control over nothing but fiuoh officers of his
staff as remained with him and a few men in camp
On stating this faot to Gen. Halleck, who had

several times insolently carped at him, the la'.ter

telegraphed:
Washington, Auoust 31. 1&62.

Major Gen George li. McClellan : Since receiving your
despatch, relating to command, 1 have not been hble to an¬

swer any not of absolute necessity. I bave not seen tbe
order aa published, but will writ* you in tbe itoming. You
will retain the command of every thing in tb s vie nity not

temp .rtrily with Pope's army in the field. I beg if you to

assist mr in this ensis with your ability and experience. I
am entirely tired out.

.

II. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief.

It will be seen that misfortune had at last

brought the Qencral-in-Chief to write courteously
and to " beg" for Gen McClellan's assistance in
this "crisis," when it was believed that the enqmy
would soon be thundering at the gates of Washing¬
ton. (t Help me, Casfius, or I stuk," was the im¬

ploring cry of Gen. Hallcck in this extremity. It
was one day afterwards, on the 2d of September,
1862, that Gen. McClcllan wan restored to the
command of the troops who loved him so well.
The order restoring him to the command of the

army, and placing the fate ol tho nation in his

hands, was made in writing, la Gen. McClellan's
official report this order does not appear. It is

given in a foot-note in tho New York edition of
Sheldon & Co. It was published in the National
Intclligcnccr from an official copy on the day suc¬

ceeding its date, and it was also published at the
same time in the New York and other papers, hav¬

ing been sent from this city by telegraph. The
order was as follows :

HeAPQUARTFRS OF THF A AMY,
*Adjutant General's Office,

Washington, Sept 2, 1h62
By direction of the President, M»j.«r tfeneial McC>ell*n

will huve command of tbe fortifications of Wa*biugion
and of all the troop» for tl-e defence of the Capital.

By order of the Secretary of H'ar :

E.I) lowNsENn, A. A. General
This order seems to have raised a storm among

the enemies of McClellan, which neither tho Presi¬
dent nor the Secretary of War eared to face. Can
it be possible that at this moment, when tho fate of
the nation was trembling in the balance, sbch po¬
litical considerations controlled the movements of
the highest officials?

It would seem so, for tho order was re-published
in an amended form, suppressing the names of tho
President and the Secretary of War, and so far re¬

lieving them from any apparent connection with
the restoration of Met lellan to tho command. On
t ie 3d of September a despatch was sent from
Washington, stating that the order should read as

follows :
War DFPARTMP.irr,

Adjutant Gmerats Office,
ll'a hmgton, Sipt 2. 1862.

Mijnr General McClcllan will have Rorntnmd of he for¬
tifications ol Washington and of all the troops for the
defence "f tb* Capital

liy command of Major General fla'leek :
E \) 'lOWfcSKHD, A. A. G.

Wc will let the New York Journal of Commerce
tell the remainder of this pitiful episode :

"Why was this order eouched in such dubious lan¬
guage? Every one remembers th.it it was not till ex-

pla tied by telegraph that the poople even understood that
McClellan w»h in command ot the whole Army of the Po¬
tomac It was undoubtedly mgi niounly wor<ied to avoid
the storm ot radical indignation which was anticipated
Instead ol a frank noble order, expres»ing clearly the duties
of the General on whom the very destiny ol the republic
was that day repored, we have this i> genious phraseology
sent forth to the nation to deceive theiu into the idea that
McClellan wis only placed in c >tiimaud of the forts 8o
ib* radical papers declared at the time. It wn< only Gen.
Hatleck's oMer placing McClellan in the furtificntions.
Just tbe wotk be was suited for!
" Under that order, ingeniously worded, and under no other

order or word of command from Premdent, Secretary of
War, or Gen Hall ck, bearing no authority but that which
this tricked-up form of words doubtfully gave him, Gen
McClellan led tbe army into Maryland and gamed tbe vic¬
tories of Son h Mountain and Antie.am Haileek, it will
be borne in mi d, expressly told McClellan, in hi« despatch
of October 26 ld6'i: " Sinee you left Washington " * I
have given you no orders." Neither hid any one else up
to the close of Antietam. The simple truth was that
McClellsti, the oniy man in Washington fit for the occasion,
as the inaction ot every one el«e ahun Ian My 'confessed,
having been cha ged with tbe detence of the capital,
mounted bis horse when he thought the time a proper one,
and went into the field to victory and the salvation of the
capital and of the nation. President, Secretary of War, Hal¬
leck, all were paralyred so far as any thing they said or
did remain* to indicate. Tbey lo< ked idly on while McCIel-
Uri saved them and the country. Halleck, indeed, sent
gruarbling thuri er after him over the wires. Thus on tbe
9th September Halleck telegraphs:
" Until we bave better advices about the nnm'ier of the

enemy at Draioesville 1 think wc innst be very cautious about
stripping too much the fort* on the Virginia side.''

"Again on the 13th he growls: 'You are wrong in thna
uncovering the capital ' Again on the 14th: 'Scouts re¬
port a large foroe still on the Virginia aide of the Potomac.
If so, 1 fetr yen are exposing your left and row Again
on the 16th, at 12 30 P. M , Halleck telegraphs : ' I think
you will find that the whole force of the enemy in your
front has crossed tbe river. I f*sr now more th.in ever
that tbey will re-cross at Harper's Ferry or. below and
turn your left, thus cutting yon off from Washington.'

"One cab imagine tho some of McClellan U bo ica.1
that last despatch amid the thunders of the canuon oo the
evening of the I6ch.the evening before Antietam And
Halleek, after these daily fits of tremor and nervousness
about MoClellan's uncovering the capital; after despatch
on despatch, tedging McCellan not to get to far off from
the capital and leave them to the iovaaion of the rebel*;
after discouragiuR every etep of McClellan'a advance in
Maryland up to the hour of the victory at Ai»tietam,|thie
same lieu Halleek complained of the alow advance of
McClellan in Maryland !.talked about the aatonishing
fact that be marched only a few milea a day! aud wrote
an official report assuming the credit of the campaign,
saying that 'MoClellan teas directed to pursue him' (the
enemy) into Maryland alter Pope's defeat. No «uch di¬
rectum waa |Jveu, but the whole Maryland ctmpaiRnstandi' out aa the work of McClellan, untrammelled only
because lie people in WashiuRton were ao thoroughly
frightened that for once they permitted a military mau to
cwuduct a campaign on bia own plana

<. Hut what i« to be aaid of th* treatment these tame
men g*ve McClellan when he had relieved them from their
fright aud aaved the capital and the nation?"

It was with euch " a Uro in hia rtur" that Gea.
McClellan fought aud won the battles of South
Mountain and Antietam. Nobody has forgotten
how these victories electrified the country. They
came at a moment when the popular mind waa

weltering in the Slough of Despond. The nation
was again placed on its fett, and felt solid ground
beneath its tread, where before all had been doubt
and uncertainty.

For a time the enemies of l\lcClellan wero si¬
lenced. What fear had done for him after the re-

pulse and rout of Pope was now done for him by
tiiis demonstration of capacity and skill, too pow¬
erful to be resisted while its spell was on the pub¬
lic mind. Yet there wero those who oven then blurt¬
ed out thtir censures upon him because he had not

utterly "annihilated" tho army of Lee. (It was

aod is so common for armies in our war to bo " an¬

nihilated. ') Aud when he paused long enough to
provide hia worn and dessitute troops with the sup¬
plies rendered necessary by their forced withdrawal
from Harrison's Landing, the disorderly retreat
under Gen. Pope, snd the march to Antietam, with
the waste of clothing and material incident to

bloody battles, fresh chmors were raised against
him by the same insensate faotion which had bean
the evil genius of the Administration.
On the 26th of October, 1862, Gen. McClellan

commenced a new forward movement against the
enemy. All things were ready for fresh fnccepses.

If with a broken aud defeated army, whose shat¬
tered fragments he had consolidated while on the
march to Autietam, Gen. McClellan had wrested
victory from the army of Lee, elated by its recent
successes over Pope, what might not the country
have cxpeoted from the gallant Army of tho Poto¬
mac, under the load of itsfavorito commander, now

that with replenished rolumns and flushed with
friumph, it was marching to fresh conflicts with the
discomfitted fee ?
The advance was made by Gen. McClellan with

t;reat celerity. On Novcmbsr 7th Gen. Pleason-
ton, who commanded the van of the army, had sta¬
tioned his pickets on the Ilazel river, within six
miles of Culpeper. By the strategy of Gen. Mc-
Glillan the army of Gen. Lee had been effectually
out-generalled, and was in a position whero, if de¬
feated, all retreat on its base was impossible. More¬
over, the insurgent army had been cut in two by
the line of Gen. McCleiian's advaoco. On this
point Gen. Pleasonton says:

" From the 7th instant (November, 1«G2) my advaoce
pickets were on Hazel river, within six mile* of Culpeper.

'1 be iulormntiou Rained by numeroua patrols, and
also frnin deseiters, prison* ra, contrabands, hb well as citi¬
zens, established the fart of Longstreet, with his command,
being at Culpeper, while JackaoD, wrh D. H. Hill, with
tht ir respective commands, were in th* bbenaridoah Val
ley, on the western sido of the Klue ItiJge."
While such was the attitude of the contending

forces, while Gen. McClellan was in the mid-carctr
of his raj.id forward mov<mont, the order camc for
hi* removal.an order emana ing this time not from
Gen. Ilalleck, as in the case of tho order forMcClel-
lan's appointment to take command of the forces
routed under Gen. Pope, but from the President
himself. It was as follows :

War Department,
Adjutint Generals OJJire,

Washington, November 5, 1HG2.
GENf k ai. Order, No. 182.Bj dirt-otion of the Presi¬

dent of the ITni el 8ta»es it is ordered th*t Major Gen.
McClellan be relieved from the command of the Army of
the Potomac, and that Major Gen. Burnside take c unmand
of 'hat army.
By order of the Secretary of War :

E D. Towmseud, Assistant Adj't. Gen.
On the 3d of July, 1862, after Gen. McClellan's

masterly withdruwalof his army to theJames river.
a withdiawal made necessary by no act of his, but
by the acts of the Administration which had dis¬
concerted all his plans.the President wrote to
him:
"lam satitfied that yourself, < fticers, and men hare

done the best you c« uld. All eec.ou' ts say better 6ghtiog
was never done. Ten lhou3and thanksfor U."

Two days afterwards, when Mr. Lincoln had re¬

ceived fuller information, he addressed tho follow¬
ing just commendation to Gen. McClellan :

Washikoti n, July 5,1862.
Major General GEORGE B McCLFLLAN, Commanding

Army of tbe Potomac: A thousand thinks for tbe relief
your two despatches of 12 and I P. M yesterday Rave me
He as-tired t*>e heroism of yourself, officers, and men is
and forever will be. appreciated. A. Lincoln. I
On the 15th of September, 1862, after he bad

received intclligcnco of the successes at South
Mountain, the President wrote to Gen. MoClcllan :

.' Your despatch of to-day received. God bless you and
all with yon! Destroy tho rebel army, il possible

" A Lihcoln."
On the 30th of September, 1862, two weeks after

the victories of South Mountain and Antietam,
Gen. Halleek, having maturely considered tho late
battles, thought it not proper to bestow on Gen.
McClellan and his gallant army any termsof praise
less stinted than the following :

Washington, neptemher 30,1804.
Major Gen MrCL llan, Commanding, etc
UkkkkaL: Your report of yesteiday, giving the results

of the battles of South Mountain and Antietnm, has been
received and snbmiited to the President They were, not
only hard fought b tths, BUT WELL-EARNED AND DECIDED
virioiiifcs I
The valor and endurance of your army in the several

conflicts which terminated in the expulaion of the enemy
from the loyal Sta-e of Maryland are creditable alike to
the troops and to the offloers who c mmanded them.
A graft ful country, while mourning the, lamtnttd dead,

mil not be unmint(Jut of the h.nors Hut to the living.H. W. Hai.i.eck, G-uteral-iuChief.
What wonder that the removal of such a com¬

mander in the full tide of his successful caroer was

received with equal astonishment by the army,
which, as Mr. Everett pays, "idolized him," and
by tho loyal people of the country, who, with the ex-

oeption of " the radical contemners of experience
and science in military affairs," had come to repose
in him an abiding confidence'( And henoo it was
that intelligent and patriotio supporters of the Ad¬
ministration, like Senator Harris, of New York,
condemned the ill-advised step as inexplicable. Two
days after Gen. MoClollan's removal, that Senator,
on entering his class room, and before proceeding
with his lecture on law, being asked what waa hia

opinion u t* the removal of McClellan, said:
" The removal of McClellan has surprised and

grieved me. I think it is a great mistake. T ret
garded him as t&e ablest General the war has yet
brought to notice. 1 am not aware of any sufficient
grounds for this step." '

And to this day it is the judgment of tha Ameri¬
can people, as it will be the judgment of history,
that there were " no suffioient grounds for this
step." That McClellan was removed for politioal
rather than military reasons has long been sus¬

pected, but tho fact is now placcd b eyond dispute
by tho announoemont made in a publio speech de¬
livered in New York on the 27ih of September,
by the lion. Montgomery Blair, the late Postmas¬
ter General, and who, as a member of the Cabinet,
has possessed in a remarkable degree tho confidence
of the President. Mr. Blair stated in that speech
that Mr. Linooln "had ooncerted with Gen. Grant
to bring Gen. McClellan again into the field as his
adjunct, if he turned his back on the proposals of
tho peace junto at Chicago;" that is, tho phrase
being translated out of the dialeot of partisanship
into plain cvery-day spceoh, the President of the
United States, with General JVIcClellan's mili¬
tary career fully before him, still thinks so highly
of Gen. McClellan as a military commander that
he had "concerted" with Gen. Grant to bring
that officer " Again into the field as Gen. Grant'
adjunctprovided he would not accept the nomi"
nation of the Chicago Convention, and thereby
come into competition with Mr. Lincoln's Presi¬
dential aspirations. We ask tho American people
to mark this most istounding statement, and to
draw from it their own deductions. What shall
bo said of an - Executive who, at a time when, as

Mr. Everett justly says, " he should assume a po¬
sition, alike in civil and military affairs, wholly inde¬
pendent of party," « concerts" with the Lieutenant
General for the appointment of Gen. McClellan"to
a most important command, not from considerations
of military fitness, but from considerations of po¬
litioal rivalship '( And what now shall be said of
the calumnious imputations on Gen. McClcllan's
military capacity when it is seen that President
Lincoln, with his full knowledge of Gen McClcl-
lan's military history, was ready to make him Gen.
Grant's "adjunct" if only the Chicago nomina¬
tion were declined '( Alas, alas ! for the Kcpublic
in which such things are not only "concerted"
but published to the world as illustrating the
maxims of partisanship on which the Government
is administered at this solemn hour in its history.
As before rccited, the command of the Army of

the Potomac was devolved on Gen. Burnside by
the order of the President under date of Novem¬
ber 7, 18G2. Gen. Burnside was not born to this
greatness nor had he achieved it. It was thrust
upon him sorely against his will under an honest con¬

sciousness of his want of qualification for the post
and under tho equally honest conviction that Gen.
McClellan conld command tho Army of the Poto¬
mac better than any General in it. To this efiVct
he bore testimony under oath as follows on his ap-
pearanoc before the Congressional Committee on

the Conduct of the War. Ho said :
'' Thi« order was conveyed to me by Gen. Buckingham,

who wits attached to the War Department. After getting
over my surprise, the shock, <£c\ I told Gen Buckingham
that it was a matter that required very serious thought;
that I did not want the command; that it had been offered
to me twice before, and / aid not fezI that I could take u. I
countelled with two of my stafT officer. in regard to it for
I .bou'd think, an hour and a half. They urged upon me'
that I had no right, as a soldier, to disi bey the order and
that I ha 1 already expressed to the Government my un¬

willingness to take the command; I told th^m what roy
view* wtire with reference to my ability to exercise such-
» command, which views were those I h*d uim.erv-dly
expressed, that 1 wan not c>mp,tent to command such a

large army as this; I had »aid ibe same over and over again
to the Piesidmt and Secretary of War; and also that if
matters cf uld be satisfactorily arranged with Oen McCl. llan
I thought he could command the Army of the Potomac better
than any other General in it"

"The delays and blunders whioh preceded the
battle of Fredericksburg, and the disastrous issue
of that battle cn the J3th of November, 1862,
proved how just had boen Gen. Burnsidc's misgiv¬
ings in accepting the command of such a large
army. And well might the President exclaim, as

ho is reported to have done when the news of that
bloody repulse was brought to him, "If there is
any body out of hell who experiences the torments
of tho damned I am that man " The appointment
of Gen. Burnside was his work, done with the
" best intentions," doubtless, but without that sound
discretion which oould alono justify the choicc
that was made. As a selection, it seems, was to
bo made from tho several corps oommanders of
the army, the choice, with that curious infelicity
which has marked some other arrangements of the
Administration in the conduct of the war, was

directed preoisely to that corps commander who,
frem his recent connexion with tho Army of the
Potomac, knew tho least about its constitution and
tho distribution of its forces at the time lie was

chargcd wilh its control. On this point Gen.
Burnside spoke as follows in his testimony before
designated :

I had pretionsly commanded but one corps, upon the
extreme rijht and in the advance since the campaign had
begun. I probably hmw Itss than any oth'.r corps com¬
mander of the potuiont and relative strtnsth ,fihe several
corps of the army Gen. McClellas remained some two
ot threedays to arrange his affair., and came wnh me as
fur an Warrenton, And thert It-fi, having me all tho
information he could in reference to the army."
How the "loyal" organs of tho Administration

received tho disaster of Burnside may be read in
such comments as follow. We quote from the
New York Evening Post of Dccembcr 18, 1862:
"How long is such intolerable and wicked blundering

to continue 7 What does the President Wait for 7 W«-
hear that a great, a horrible crime has been committed;
we do not hear that those guilty of it are under arre-t;
we do not hear even ihat they are to be removed from

mca^L(h|C,^ fi,b*yJhaVB ,hown themselves so

incapable to fill. What does the Pre.ident wait for? He.
know, who wa. in fault; he know, whow ignorance, or

incapacity, or trea.on it was which has brought this need¬
le.. .bame and .orrow upon the American people Let
him do hi. duty, and that at once ; let h.m .how the peo-
pie, who look to him, that he conceals ootbing, that he
protect, no guilt, that he favor, no incapacity, that be
stand, between no oriminal iiud Jast.aj."

In order to show the reader how our military
affairs were managed during Burnside's adminis¬
tration of tho Army of the Potomao, wo may take
a singlo example, furnished by the Committee on

the Conduct of the War.
It appears that on the 26th of December, 1862,

an order was issued for tho entire command of
Gen. Burnside to be in a condition to move at
twelve hours' notice. Shortly after that order was
issued Gen. John Newton and Gen. John Coch¬
rane camo up to Washington on leave of absence.
Previous to obtaining leave of absence from Gen.
Franklin, they informed him and Gen. William F.
Smith that when they came to Washington thoy

should take the opportunity to represent to tome
one ia authority the dispirited condition of the
army, and tho danger there was ia attempting
any movement agrinat the enemy at that time. Of
the [articular movement planned by Gen. Burn-
side they had no knowledge. While in the city
they sought and obtained an interview with the
President, and the purport and results of that in¬
terview are described by the committee as follows:
" Of n. Newton opened the aubject to the President.

At first tho President, as Geu Ne*tou expresses it, * verynatui ally cooreivtd Ihnt tb.-y bad cine there for the pur¬
pose ol injur ng Geo. Burn<ide, and suggesting so ne o her
person to fill hia place ' Gen. Newton states that, while
he firmly believed that the principal cause of the dispiritedcondition of the army wa« the want of confidence ia the
military capacity ol Uen. Burnmde, he deemed it impro¬
per to aay ao to the President ' right squire out,' and
¦ herefore endeavored to convey ibe aame idea iodireotly.When asked it he considered i( any leaa improper to do
auob a thing indiiectly than it was to do it directly, be
qualified hi* prev.ous assertion by Baying th t hia object
was to inform the Presidei t ol what be considered to be
the cond.tion of the army, in the hope that tbe President
would make inquiry aud learn the true cause for himself.
Upon perceiving tbia impres/mn upon the miod of the
President, Qeaa. Newton and Cochrane state that tbeyhastened to assure tbe President that be w&a entirelymistaken, and so far succeeded that at the close of ths in¬
terview the Prtsidint said to them he teas glad th y had
culled npoa htm and that he hoped that good would result
from the interview.

" To return to Oen. Burnside. Tbe cavalry expeditionbad started ; the brigade of infantry detailed to acoompanyit bad crossed the Rappahanuock at Bicbard'a ford, and
returned by way of Ellis's Ford, leaving the way clear for
tbe cavalry t>) cross at Kelly's Ford. Tbe day they had
arranged to uinke tbe crossing General Buruaiie received
from the P.eaideiit the following telegram: . I have good
reason fur saying that yo\i vitist not malic a general move¬
ment without In ting me know oj it'
"Gen. Burnsioe aiated that he could not imagine, at

tbe time, what reason the President could have for sendingh m such a telegram. I^one < f tbe officers ol his command,
except one or two of his staff who had remained in camp,
bad becn ti Id any thing of bis plan beyond the Bimple fact
that a movement was to bo made, lie could only supposethat tbe dot-patch related in some way to important mili¬
tary movement* in other parts of tho country in which it
was necesa iry to have co-operation.

" Upon the receipt of that telegram steps were immedi¬
ately taken to ball tbe cavaliy expedition where it then
wan at (Kelley's Ford) until further orders. A portion of
it whb shortly afterwards sent oil' to intercept Stuart, who
had just made a raid to Dumfries and the neighborhood of
Fairtax court-house, which it tailed to do.
" Gen. Burnside came to Washington to ascertain from

tho President tbe true state of the case. He was informed
by tbe President that some general officers from the armyof tho Potomac, whose names he declined to give, had called
upon him and represented that Gen. Burnside contemplated
scon making a movement, and that the army was sodispirited
ard demoralized that any attempt to make a movement at
ihat time must result in d stater; that uo prominent officer#
in tbe Army of the Potomac were in favor of any move¬
ment at that time.

.G- n. Buruside informed the President that none of hia
. fficers had been informed what his plan was, and then
proceeded to explain it in detail to the President. He urged
upon tbe Piesident to grant bim permission to carry it
nut, but tht President de lined to do so at that time. Gen.
Hal leek and Secretsry 8tanton were sent for, and then
learned, fur the first time, rf ihc President's action in stop¬
ping the movtme.nl, although Gen. llalleck was previously
nware that a movement was contemplated by Gen Burn-
side. Gen. llalleck, with Gen. Burnaiiie, held that the
officers who had male those representations to the Presi¬
dent should be at once dismissed tbe service.

" Gen. Burnside remained here at that time for two
days, b'lt no conclusion was reached upon the subject.
When he returned to his camp he learned that many of the
details of the general movement and the details of the cav¬

alry upidition had become known to the rebel sympathizers
t-i Washington, thtriby rendering that p an impracticable.
When a-ked to wh m he bad communicated bis plans, he
stahd that had t il no one in Washington except the
President, Sucritary ktanton, and Gen. llalleck; and in
h s camp none knew ol it exoept one or two of his stall
officers, who had remained in camp all the time. He pro¬
fessed himseil unable to tell how his plans had become
Lnown to tbe enemy."

Let ua recapitulate the facts set forth in this
narrativo: Two officers, in performing a service for
which thoy deserved, in the judgment of Mr. Stan¬
ton and Gen. llalleck, to be at onoe dismissed from
the army, succeed in so far winning the car of the
President, that "he said to them he was glad they
had called upoH him, and that he hoped good
would result from the interview." The actual re¬

sult of the interview was ai order of the President
suspending the operation* of Gen. Burnsido, be¬
cause, as he said, " he had good reason foi de¬
manding such a suspension, alluding to tho repre¬
sentations confidentially made by Gens. Cochrane
and Newton, and which, whatever may have been
the informality of their communication, were ac-

ocpted by the President as furnishing "good rea¬

sons" for holding Gen. Burnsido in check. That
is, the Provident adopted their reasons ai his own,
and thus threw over tho head* of the officers mak¬
ing these statements tho protecting shield of the
Commander-in-Chief. To have afterwards pun¬
ished them for making communications on which
ho hud acted would have been, of course, to stul¬
tify himself and wrong the officers with whom he
had made himself parlicips criminfi* if any crime
had been committed.

But the matter did not end here. The commit¬
tee rep<^ that Gen. Burnsido repaired to Wash
ington and proceeded to explain to tho President
the details of the plan The President, s ill under
the influence of the representations confidentially
made by the offiocrs who^e names ho declined to

pivc, refused his assent to Gen. Burnsido's project.
And it is while matters are at this stago that Qe»
llalleck (who nominally held the offics of General-
io-Chicf while the President performed ita da-
ties in critical junctures) learned for tho first
time of the Prcsid:nt's action in stopping the
movement. Gen. Burnsidc remained in Washing¬
ton two days, confided the details of his plans to

nobody in Washington except the President, Sec¬
retary Stanton, and Gen. liallcck, and then returned
to his army only to find that these details had be¬
come known to "rebel sympathizers" in Washing¬
ton, and that thcicbj his plau was rendered impracti¬
cable. It is not directly chirgod that the Presi¬
dent, Gen. llalleck, or Mr. Stanton had exposed
these military socrets, but, as it is stated that no¬

body in Gen. Burnsido's army knew what they
were cxccpt one or two staff officers " who had re¬

mained in camp all tho time," the oommittoo leave
the necessary iuforonce to bo drawn that tho " rebel
sympathizers" in this city had obtained their news

dircotly or indirectly through one or other or all of
the high functionalics abovo dasignatod.
Wo think it will be admitted that the Pre

sident should not have appointod General Burn-
sice to the command of tho army, or have retained
him in such command after ho had so far forfeited
the confidence of the Administration that his move¬
ments could bo arrested at the unoffioial and clan¬
destine suggestion of two of his subordinate offi¬
cers. This is not only a matter of decorum but
a plain and elementary principle of military admin-
istiation,

In the second place,*this episode serves to set
in a dear light the undefined nature of the position
held by Gen. liallcck under the then existing mili¬
tary system of the Administration, if that can be
called a system where system there was none. We
have the spool acle of a General-in-Chief who, though
apprized that Gen. Bnrnside meditated a move¬
ment, was not apprized by tho President that the


